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pany of New France; he died ten days after Father Charles
Raymbault, deceased Oct. 22, 1642.
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“ M. Ollivier, general agent of the Company, having gone
the year before to France, the said M. Nicolet went down to
Quebec in his place, with great gladness and comfort that
he could see the peace and devotion of Quebec; but he did
not long enjoy it, for a month or two after his arrival, while
making a journey to Three Rivers in order to deliver an In-
dian prisoner, his zeal cost him his life and he was ship-
wrecked. He embarked at Quebec at seven o’clock in the
evening in the launch of M. de Savigny, which was going
to Three Rivers. They had not yet arrived at Sillery when
a gust of the northeast wind that had raised a terrible
storm on the great river caused the launch to fill, and it sank
to the bottom, having turned a couple of times in the water.
Those on board did not sink at once but clung for some time
to the launch. M. Nicolet had time to say to M. de Savigny:
¢ Save yourself sir, you can swim, I can not, I go to my God.
1 intrust to you my wife and daughter.’ The waves tore
them, one after another, from the boat which, capsized,
swung back and forth upon a rock. M. de Savigny alone
threw himself into the water and swam amidst the waves
that seemed likke little mountains. The launch was not very
far from shore but it was an intensely dark night,and it was
so bitter cold that the edges of theriver were already frozen.
The said M. de Savigny, feeling his strength and courage
failing him, made a prayer to God and soon after he felt the
ground beneath his feet, and drawing himself out of the
water he came to our house at Sillery half-dead. He re-
mained along time unable to speak, then at last related to
us the fatal accident which, besides the death of M. Nicolet,
a loss to the whole country, had cost him three of his best
men and a large part of his goods and provisions. Both he
and his wife bore this great loss in a barbarous country
with great patience and resignation to the will of God, and
with undiminished courage. The savages of Sillery, when
they learned of the shipwreck of M. Nicolet, hastened to the
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